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2003

Joint water-drawing
Social sculpture
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Water-drawing along the river “GroBe Mihl”,
on 60 kilometres from the source/Bohemian Forest
to the mouth/Danube.

A project by Joachim Eckl and WASSER.ZEICHEN®

in cooperation with the office Plansinn Wien:
Bettina Wanschura, Hannes Posch, Wolfgang Gerlich,
Mathilde Urban and Bernard & Partner:

Wolfgang Schiitz (consulting engineer)

August 2003
Austria/The Czech Republic

The artist Joachim Eckl is the initiator of the project
WASSER.ZEICHEN®. Water is the basis of human interac-
tion and works as fuel for this social sculpture. But
water is also a storage medium that carries information
about organic processes like an “evolutionary disk”.
The idea for the project “Joint water-drawing” is based
on the fact that one single human being is not able to
grasp the river in its totality. Joachim Eckl started
his “water-drawing-campaign” at the river “GroBe Mihl”
already in summer 2002 being inspired by the cooperation
with the artist friend Klaus Rinke.

At each of the 60 kilometres of the river around 200
people were drawing water from the river “GroBe Mihl” -
at 60 places at the same time - from the source at the
foot of the “Dreisesselberg” down to the Danube. In this
joint action a unique snapshot of the river has been
created.

After that the waters of the river ,GroRe MUhl“ were
taken to ,Die Station™ by their ,drawers™ and stored in
the “Mihl-water-room”. The event came to an end in a
collective dinner and was rung in by the bells of the
twelve churches along the river “Grofe Mihl”: All church
bells of the Mihltal were ringing at 3pm simultaneously
for 3 minutes.

The “Joint-water-drawing” is the core and generator

of the project WASSER.ZEICHEN®. The goal for WASSER.
ZEICHEN® is to increase the appreciation of the people
for their river and the surrounding countryside. WASSER.
ZEICHEN® wants to provide the region with positive im-—
pulses by social campaigns for a sustainable development
of the river ,Grobe Mihl“.

The energy of the river “GroBe M#hl” has been used all
times by people, first as a means of transportation of
wood and motor of mills and sawmills. Up to the 20th
century about 30 small mills were run by hydropower
along the river “GroBe Mihl”. Joachim Eckl’s great-
grandfather built one of the first hydraulic power sta-
tions in the region in 1907, to “bring light into town”.
Since then many small power plants have been erected
along the “GroBe M#hl”.

The water quality of the river ,GroBe MUhl“ is labelled
almost throughout Class I-II or II, in one section near
Neufelden unfortunately water quality III (BMLF 1995).
In this section of the river the water continuum is in-
terrupted by the dam of the power station Partenstein.
(erected 1919-1924).

Main goal of the project WASSER.ZEICHEN® was to revive
the river “GroBe Mihl” in its lowermost section, about
12 km before the mouth into the Danube. The river should
get more water and become the visible expression of a
responsible use of land and river by the people just
like in its upper sections.




2004

River to River
Water-places

{:t} Installation within the ,River to River"“ project

September 2004
Station Neufelden

Made from 60 marking poles which were used as
markings of the “water-drawing places”, photos
of these 60 places as well as 60 buckets filled

with water from the river “GroBe Mthl”.

River to River

The .River to River - project " is a long term project which connects
rivers and people from different cultures by means of jointly handling
water. It is a series of social impulses of creation which are realised
in the spirit and terms of Joseph Beuy’s social sculpture.

We all are creatures and creators of this world. We "draw” the waorld
and therefore jointly "water-drawing and - flowing™ actions along
rivers form the basis of the "River to River - project®. (The linguistic
basis is the homonym of "Schipfer” in German which means creator
and scoop at the same time. The English expression “"drawing” will
henceforth be used to express the technical as well as the creative
process of bailing water).

While jointly acting together rivers of all continents are being grasped
as creatures together with their residents by drawing water from
them. In this process, waters, people and cultures are being
connected by overcoming geographic and cultural borders. The
creativity of the involved people uses the connecting power of rivers
and cultures to draw and anticipate a common future into the present
by means of human action.

Rivers are creatures, the essence of life and therefore essentially
shape the origin and development of human cultures along their
riverbanks. All rivers of the world are connected and form a self-
contained global water-cycle. The waters of rivers, lakes and oceans
merge, exchange and connect constantly.

On the other hand the . River to River - project" is based on the fact
that water is the basis of every human interaction. Without a joint
management of water supply, without the interaction connected to the
common reference water, human settlements and development would
not have been possible.

The series ,River to River” sheds light on the relationship of people
and these lifelines along which humans spend their lives. By
remembering jointly and raising the awareness of old and traditional
water rituals, a community creating power is gained from the energy
of rivers. This energy is used in favour of the community of men.
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2004
River to River

Riverbed-sleeping

{:t} Campaign and temporary sculpture at
the river ,GroBe Muhl“

September 2004
Neufelden

Installation of 60 steel beds in the
river bed of the “GroBe Mihl” below
the dam. Joint investigation of life
in the river and overnight stay in
the river bed.

Art as social organism

One problem of our time is the lacking feeling of con-
nection with the people living in former times and those
who will live in the future. The achievement and pros-
perity oriented single-society expresses this kind of
reality. Art is able to convey to take a closer look,
to remember and look ahead. It can connect people in
their perception and encourage action. Art changes the
world. It develops visions and perspectives, approaches
and values and often anticipates them in its creations.
New social realities are being created by this. Art is
only effective in our social practice when we succeed
to create social organisms. That’s what we call “social
sculptures”. Over 500 people took part in the project
“Joint water-drawing” and “Riverbed-sleeping” at the
“GroBe Muhl” in 2003/04 and thus contributed actively
to realise a “social watercolour”. A social reality has
been created with the visionary power and the connect-
ing energy of common pictures. This reality influenced
the real conditions and affected them constructively.
The “Joint water-drawing” and the “Riverbed-Sleeping”
made a major contribution to the fact that as of the 1st
of January 2005 - after over 80 years - the amount of
residual water of the “GroBe Mithl” below the dam is be-
ing raised to 3001/s (30 times more than before). This
resolution was made by the Energie AG voluntarily and
in a mutual agreement with the state government of Up-
per Austria to revive the riverbed of the “GroBe Mihl”
in its lower course up to the mouth. This now takes the
needs of nature and population into account.

—Joachim Eckl
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The Danube flows into the Nile
Social sculpture

A water-art project that connects rivers,
people and cultures

By Joachim Eckl in cooperation with Karl-
Heinz Tritschler and Mohamed el Saidi

11th of April 2008
Egypt

Water is not only an element but origin of
life and basis of any human interaction.
Without a joint management of water sup-
ply, without the interaction connected to
the common reference water, human settle-—
ments and development would not have been
possible. Water connects people, countries
and cultures.

24 people from 7 different countries let
the water of the Danube join the water of
the Nile. They were on board of the his-
toric Dongola from 1835 from Mohamed el
Saidi and further 7 ships and 6 Floukas.
The water from the Danube has been tak-
en from the project “The drawing of the
Danube’s origin” by Joachim Eckl. He now
brought this water to Luxor.

A 3000 year old ritual was performed on
these boats: People from Austria, Germany,
Spain, Scottland, the United States and
Egypt let the Danube flow into the Nile.

A one-week workshop had been organized
with Karl-Heinz Tritschler in the Marsam
Hotel in Gourna/West Bank Luxor before.
The aim was to understand and transform
the pharaoh tradition of taking water to
the gods with the present European compre-
hension.

On the way to the Nile the water was taken
to the Sethos Tempel I and charged with
the ancient Egyptian spirit which forms
the basis of all existing modern cultures.
Taking the examples of water rituals,
Karl-Heinz Tritschler explained the role
of water in Egyptian mythology there.

On the 11th of April 2008 seven boats
formed a bridge between Karnak and the
Tempel of Sethos I stretching over the
Nile. This was the ancient link of these
historic sites and was again marked by the
boat’s formation. The water of the Danube
was then given over to the Nile in a
ritualized method on traditional Egyptian
sailing boats.

The 7 steps of the water ritual have been
performed by each of the 7 people on the
boats.

3 x The water of the Danube is blown into
the Nile using your mouth - water-vapour/
mist

3x The water of the Danube is dripped into
the Nile with the hands - drops/rain

1x The water of the Danube is being poured
from the clay vase into the Nile - stream/
river
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2009

Ice-pyramid in the Egyptian desert
Project
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L iy . < _'_ il - A project by Joachim Eckl
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! 3rd of March 2009

Faiyum/Egypt

In joint efforts of over 40 people,

25.000 litres of Nile water have been
transformed into the shape of a pyramid
made of ice. This monument refers to time
and the sun. It was built in the tradition
of the first stone made building - the pyra-
mid of Sakkara (2700 BC). This ice-made body
of memory is melting, liquefying and remem-
bering “frozen knowledge”. The pyramid con-
struction is a mythology based educational
project of a people which creates skills as
well as consciousness.

A
“a 1
-

The ice-pyramid was erected in the Egyptian
desert near Bahr Yussef, the waterway of
Joseph. This waterway is a canal which
connected the Nile with the oasis of

Faiyum 130 kilometres southwest of Cairo.
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The Big Dipper
Installation

&

Installation by Joachim Eckl

2009
Neufelden

The constellation of 7 gear wheels on high pillars stands
powerful in front of the entrance of the factory build-
ing. The power of connection can be experienced in this
wheel-work. It makes you look up. You can feel the weight
and power of these driving wheels that moved the locks of
the dam in Langhalsen/Neufelden for 80 years. Down in the
valley they were the key to power and energy of the river
“GroRBe Mihl”. Now, high up in the sky they radiate digni-
ty. Looking up to them you can see how the spoked wheels
become stars. The Great Dipper as constellation was the
inspiration for this installation for it is also called
the hand of the sky that provides orientation and points
the right way to the people on earth. It guides and lets
the visitor experience the links between heaven and earth
while entering the building.
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The drawing of the Zambesi River
Water-drawing project
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Water-drawing project by Joachim Eckl with
32 members of the Tonga tribe

A River to River project
Within the series “Land in sight - Waves”

April 2009
Sambia & Zimbabwe

The element of water is the primordial element of human
interaction. This element and the rivers along which
people live play a decisive and connecting role in the
River to River projects working as a cultural bridge.
Within the habitat of rivers and involved people from
Africa, the Czech Republic and Austria different cul-
tures and a mutual relation to water determine the so-
cial manners.

Mutual drawing and flowing of water becomes the expres-
sion of a common world - and life-spirit.

32 members of the Tonga tribe from Sambia and Zimba-
bwe grasped the Zambezi River as a creature in a mutual
water-drawing action in April 2009. They brought this
water to Austria together with Joachim Eckl afterwards
and let it flow into the Danube within the series “River
to River” on the 10th of May. All waters of all riv-
ers of the world are connected in a global closed water
cycle and will merge in the future. Soletting flow the
Zambezi River into the Danube showed the Danube its fu-
ture by drawing a future event by human hands into the
present.

The Tongas are river people at the Zambezi River. They
have been living on either banks of the Zambezi River
below the Victoria Falls (Livingston) - in Sambia and
Zimbabwe - for many generations. A dam was built at the
end of the fifties which let the river flood to a width
of 8 to 15 kilometres. The habitat of the Tonga people
was flooded and the tribe torn apart. Since then the
Tonga people developed a ritual where they return to
the flooded tombs of their ancestors by boat and bail
water there. This water is then poured out over the
tombs of the deceased onshore.
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Wandelweiser 2009
An artist in residence project

Radu Malfatti (Vienna) trompone / Jurg Frey
(Aarau, Switzerland) clarinet / Michael Pisaro
(Los Angeles, USA) guitar / Christoph Nicolaus
(Munich) stoneharp / Antoine Beuger (The
Netherlands, resident in Haan near Diusseldorf,
Germany) flute / Sylvia Alexandra Schimag (Haan,
Germany) voice / André O. Moller (Diusseldorf,
Germany) guitar, electronics / Marcus Kaiser
(Diisseldorf, Germany) violoncello

John Cage empty words I - IV

Voice: Sylvia Alexandra Schimag, taped piano
music by John Cage and Burkhard Schlothauer
compiled by Antoine Beuger

A week of concerts with the composer’s group
Wandelweiser

An artist in residence project
Within the series “Land in sight - Waves”

D§ : : B ¥ : Station Neufelden

The basis of today’s sustainable and interna-
tionally recognized network of the composer’s
group Wandelweiser was the initiative of some
friendly linked composers who found a publish-
er to publish their own music. Meanwhile con-
certs regularly take place at different spaces
over the whole world (Tokyo, Vienna, Zurich,

Aarau, Disseldorf, Berlin, Munich, Brussels,

Amsterdam, and Los Angeles). Own pieces and
those of fellow composers are being performed
there.

Together with invited instrumentalists, com-
posers and artists a programme is being devel-
oped at the locations according to the respec-
tive possibilities. Thus the artists create an
intense communication on a musical, artistic
and verbal level while and because of working
together over the years.

Even though the music of the single composers
pursues quite different directions, similar
characteristics can be found in certain as-
pects. The music is often quiet and slow and
even more often long. Traditional elements of
organization like harmony and rhythm are of no
or subordinate relevance. The music rather re-
sembles more a gentle creation of a habitat or
a garden in which animals and humans can move
freely than the training of a tiger jumping
through a circus hoop on fire.
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Multi-Bed 2
by Vito Acconci

Art Production

Production management for §
Werkstatt Kollerschlag by Joachim Eckl

{:ﬁ} Joachim Eckl has been working in various roles 1991 -
in the art world for the last 20 years. All of MAK Vienna
the listed projects have been realised profes-
sionally by order of a principal. Joachim Eckl
contributed significantly to realise these ideas
working as project developer, -manager or em-
ployee, using individually selected teams. The
majority of the listed works of art was designed
and conceived by renowned artistS] He himself
is originator of the_idea of som€] of the listed
works bel

Untitled
by Per Kirkeby

Production management for
Werkstatt Kollerschlag by Joachim Eckl

August 1993
Krems

Der GroBe und der Kleine Wagen
by Walter Pichler

Production management for
Werkstatt Kollerschlag
by Joachim Eckl

May 1994
Remise Vienna

Tabor
by Klaus Rinke

June 1994
Steyr/Upper Austria

i Daily bread
! by Anthony Cragg

Production management for
Werkstatt Kollerschlag
by Joachim Eckl

September 1994
&Y Merkur Zentrale/
Wiener Neustadt

Sonnenstrahl im Birkenhain
(Light into the dark
of the German past)

In cooperation with Klaus Rinke

May 1996
Bundestag Berlin
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“PRO-Kaufland” renovation’

In cooperation with Klaus Rinke

Sculptural painting
on the facade of the
“Donauzentrum” in Vienna

Design: Klaus Rinke

Renovations

2008
Linz

Project Development and

Production: Joachim Eckl
By order of Unibail-Rodamco

August 2010
Donauzentrum/Vienna

The Big Dipper
Installation by Joachim Eckl

2009
Neufelden

Pro-Kaufland
Cooperation with Klaus Rinke

1997
Linz

Landing site for the arriving
Stone - landscape - hole - roof

January-May 2008
Hotel Mihltalhof

Sunbeam in a shower of drops
by Klaus Rinke

Project development and
production: Joachim Eckl
Contracting entity:
Unibail-Rodamco

September 2011
Donauzentrum Vienna
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“Die Station” was built by soviet occupying
forces in 1951 at the riverbank of the “GroRe
Mihl”. It was used as a storehouse for the
peasant association and is a grand symbol for
the agricultural work of former days. After
World War II it played an important role in
the reconstruction of the regional agricul-
ture and the development and implementation
of modern agricultural techniques. The area
is in the hands of artists since 1999. Ini-
: g . 53 : tially used by the artists Nick Treadwell and
——— o el D . . RS - Ll -3 ] Joachim Eckl in a mutual way, “Die Station”
‘.F' © ’Oé;; LRl o, e N § developed to be a place of transformation. The
.".“g EOQM.l el :Diaiald 2 = —_ HEIM.ART®-philosophy finds expression in sev-
'3000 " D AT ; : - 4 - \ eral artistic interventions in a cosmopolitan
; ; 1 : : way of working. The basic notion is dealing
and appreciating the already existing poten-
tial of the region. Symbols provide an impetus
and present landing sites for ideas. Rooted
and far-fetched notions shall be charged with
energy and woven in the environment. Interna-
tional artists of different genres are being
invited. With the mixture of actors, painters,
musicians, instrument makers, performance-
artists, sculptors and visual artists some-
thing new shall be created. In connection with
the family-run hotel “Mihltalhof” which is
located just a few hundred metres downstream
the “GroBe Mihl”, “Die Station” is a creative
place of encounter, exchange and dialogue
today.




Biography
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Joachim Eckl lives and works in Unternberg near Neufelden at the
river “GroBe Mihl” which is situated in the Midhlviertel: An area
steeped in history and of powerful nature. His ancestors were mill-
ers working in the “Berndlmiihle” upstream in Aigen-Schldgl. Through
generations the family obtained power and energy from the river
“GroBe MUhl”. At first the energy was used to grind grain in the
mills, after that for generating power in the power station. In 1902
the great grandfather erected the first hydroelectric power station
at the river “GroRe Mihl” to “bring light to town”, as he said.

Joachim Eckl was born and brought up in 1962 in Haslach at the river
“GroBe MUhl”. The relation to his country and culture as well as the
local particularities became really important for Eckl after his
returning from an annual study visit in New York in 1989. His com-
mitment and work is based on the conviction and knowledge that the
achievements of the 20th century entailed progress but also an im-
moderate carelessness: For Eckl time has come to return something to
the river and the region. He works as freelance artist under the la-
bel HEIM.ART® in “Der Station - Neufelden” as well as international
projects.

After his studies of psychology in Austria and New York Eckl has
been working over 20 years in various positions and roles in the art
world. In parallel to the realization of over 100 of his own proj-
ects he was part of the implementation of the large-scale projects
of Tony Cragg, Jeff Koons, Christo & Jean Claude and Klaus Rinke.

“Die Station - Neufelden”, the former warehouse at the river ,GrofRe
Mihl"“ is now being used as an art location for over 10 years.
Joachim Eckl’s work is based on an extended understanding of art
which is substantially inspired by Joseph Beuys’ term of a social
sculpture. Eckl generates impulses for social sculptures through
creating jointly experiences. He regards himself as a ,social en-
gineer“. Water plays a central role in this work: Eckl understands
and uses it as basic element of human interaction. His “river to
river-project” currently brings together rivers and people from all
over the world: This generates social warmth. In the years 2008/2009
he realised projects in Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Great
Britain, Egypt, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

http://www.heimart.at
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